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Friday December 18, 2020 
Wake: 11:30am - Funeral 12:00pm

Grace Bible Baptist
1518 N. Rolling Road
Catonsville, MD 21228

Brian-Michael

Me�ick
Sunrise: 10/14/1993 - Sunset: 12/06/2020
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Andrea
Anthony and Anita
Aunt Brenda
Aunt Cecilia
Aunt Gale
Aunt Leaky
Aunt Marie
Aunt Pat
Bro. & Sis Brock
Bro. Harrison Hill
Bro. John & Pricilla Salter
Christina Handy
Jackie Washington (Aunt Marie& daughter)
James and Carla
Janae
Kevin and Annette
Kimberly
Kristina Boyd-Handy
Lamont
Linda
Lisa
Marcia Mackall
Mariah and Jameel
Natalie
Nathanial Mackall
Sis. Dandridge
Sis. Janice Owes
Tonya Williams
Uncle Bob and Aunt Sheila
Uncle Mac Aunt Carolyn
Uncle Roland and Aunt Dawn
Uncle Vernon and Aunt Diana
Wallas
Wanda
Warren
Washington Family Emergency Assistance Ministry
Wayne
Wendy
Winston
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Remember�g Bri�
Brian-Michael Merrick was born October 14, 1993 in Baltimore, Maryland to Lynnette Merrick and Aaron Scott. He 
departed this life on December 6, 2020. Brian’s initial years were spent in his grandparents’ home along with his mother. 
He was a kind and naturally sweet child with an even temperance. He loved to laugh, joke, play various sports and 
possessed a special interest in the performing arts. He attended Baltimore County Public Schools and later graduated 
from York Adams Academy in York, Pennsylvania.

He attended First Baptist Church of Pimlico and actively participated in many of the youth ministries and activities. This 
was also where he began to develop and experiment with his undeniable vocal talents. Brian was raised in a Christian 
home, with Christian values and where church was a second home. He openly acknowledged a profession of faith in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and was later baptized.

Shortly after his mom graduated in June of 1995 they moved into their own place. It was more like a small room that was 
opened with a key lock to prevent break ins but, they were together and it was theirs. His mother although by herself and 
just starting out with minimal income took her parental responsibilities very seriously. His mother’s expansive career 
success is credited to Brian. Looking at him every morning was a constant driving force of the absolute necessity to
change her situation because he deserved better. For the next four years the struggle was real.  However, things would 
eventually get better.

In January of 1999 Brian’s mom met Isaac Taylor who she would eventually marry the following year. Through this union 
Brian became a big brother to Ivan Taylor. After seven years the marriage was dissolved.

In April of 2007 his mom built her dream home in York, Pennsylvania. It was definitely a long way from Lanvale and 
Calhoun St. She moved to York, Pennsylvania in hopes to raise her sons in a safe environment, with better education 
and opportunities they would not otherwise have been afforded. On September 5,  2008 his youngest brother Joshua 
was born. Brian loved both of his brothers. During these primitive years sibling rivalry erupted from time to time between 
him and Ivan causing the need for parental intervention. Brian and Ivan would in time discuss these incidents and put 
their issues to rest.

On December 24, 2011 his mother married Damone Upchurch. Brian could not be happier as he felt their four year 
relationship had grown independent of the relationship Damone had with his mother. Brian loved his new dad and he 
loved him. Brian felt comfortable discussing anything and everything with him. One of his favorite past times was 
watching rap battles together, discussing opposing sports and entertainment related opinions, and spending time 
together at his uncle Troll’s house.

After graduating high school in 2013 Brian was still deciding what he wanted to do with his life.  He had previously 
considered continuing his education, or enlisting in the military, but ultimately decided to join the working class. He 
learned the importance of a good work ethic as it was represented daily in his household. Brian worked a variety of 
different jobs involving food services, warehouse, and construction which utilized a number of his skill sets.

In 2015, the house in Pennsylvania was sold and his family relocated back to Baltimore. Brian, then twenty-two years of 
age decided to remain and make a life for himself. He soon realized his income would not support the lifestyle he had 
become accustomed to while living with his parents. During the next few years following, Brian began to progressively 
distance himself from his immediate family as he pursued his new found independence. He reached out periodically and 
again a few months prior to the birth of his daughter Aliya -Marie Merrick who was born on May 8, 2017.

Brian continued these varying intervals of contact several times after and over the next 3 years.  Brian would be best 
described as a free spirit. He relished in his new found freedom of making his own decisions and living his life on his own 
terms. Like many young people challenged by societal pressures , low self-esteem and the need to belong , Brian made 
conscious, high risk,self-destructive decisions for his life.

During the days and weeks before his tragic and untimely death he recognized the need to begin living his life differently 
and wanted a new start. He acknowledged the need to change people, places and things. He recognized the love of his 
mother that for years he had taken for granted and ultimately dismissed. He expressed the love and acceptance he was 
looking for all his life was right in front of him. Brian was ready to come home.

He leaves to mourn his mother, Lynnette Upchurch, his dad, Damone Upchurch (aka Pops), his stepfather Isaac Taylor, 
his daughter Aliaya -Marie Merrick, two brothers Ivan Taylor and Joshua Upchurch, grandparents Elder Vernon and 
Diana Merrick, two aunts, Shaunna Merrick and Veronica Merrick, two uncles, Vernon Merrick and Taureane Brown and 
a host of cousin and friends.



Order of Service
Processional                                                    “I Love the Lord” Whitney Houston

Scripture                                                           Pastor Patrick Lewis New Vision Worship Center

Prayer of Invocation                                         Pastor Patrick Lewis New Vision Worship Center

Musical Selection                                             “I Almost Let Go” by Kurt Carr

Resolution and Acknowledgments                   Ms. Ramona McWilliams

Special Musical Tribute                                    Lynnette J. Upchurch “If I Could” Regina Bell

Reading of the Obituary                                   Ms. Ramona McWilliams

Musical Selection                                             “Don’t Cry for Me” CeCe Winans

Eulogy Pastor Patrick Lewis                             New Vision Worship Center

Invitation to Discipleship                                   Pastor Patrick Lewis New Vision Worship Center

Recessional                                                    “Going Up Yonder” Walter Hawkins

Treasured Memories of Our Bro�er
I thought of you today but that is nothing new, I thought about you yesterday and will tomorrow too.
I think of you in silence and make no outward show. For what it meant to lose you only those who love you know.
Remembering you is easy I do it every day, it’s just the heartache of losing you that will never go away.
Lovingly submitted by Ivan and Joshua

S�, Until We M�t Aga�
Those special memories of you, will always bring a smile.
If only I could have you back, for just a little while.
Then we could sit and laugh again, just like we use to do.
You always meant so very much, and I will miss you too.
Some days I think about you, with thoughts I like to share.
Some days I just can’t understand the reason you’re not there.
The fact that you’re no longer here will always cause me pain.
But you’re forever in my heart, until we meet again.
Lovingly submitted by Dad (Most loved as “Pops)

The Lo� of a Child
The moment I knew that you had died, 
my heart split in two, 
one side filled with memories, 
the other died with you. 
I often lay awake at night, when the 
world is fast asleep, and take a walk down memory lane,
with tears upon my cheek.

Remembering you is easy, I do it every day
but missing you is a heartache that never goes away.
i hold you tightly within my heart, and there you will remain, 
Life has gone on without you, but it will never be the same.

Lovingly Submitted by Mom
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